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Dear Parents and CQuardians,
It is uswundzng that it is over Imlf way thrmgh the term and | am h.a.ppy o report
the children are settled and ooping well with our routines and timetalle. We have lUeen
cxacpumllg busy. This is an oppoviunity to i,nf orm  parents orf some af the work and
activities oomplcted up to date.

m OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

We have commenced our chgg chga sessions, which involve activities and gross mator
exercises to assist children in their Wtdcr:l:cmdmg af basic li,tcrcwy skills, ,mw.l hold and
at a later stage letier formation when learning to write their name and other lesters. Our
f irst session involved lca,rm‘.ng about Thomas train, who travels ‘Sldaumys, S&dcwa,ys’
wlmg the railroad track. This is an essential undcrstandmg of how we read and write
waords f rom lcf t to ri,ght a,lcmg a page.

We have alse covered Tall Man, Tall Man’ which deals with the starting point f or
letters such as P R T U | W and Small Man’ f or letters such as ‘p i j’. ‘Jack and
N7/ AVAVA hclru the children with the f ormation orf letters such as W V X.

Ury tr date in lttcmcy we have covered three si,ght words I to; in. Each f armi,ght | will
introduce the children tr a new nght word, Dtm:ng our bLg book whele class rmdi.ngs
the children will e encouraged to identif y the particular sight word of the fortnight.
Please rcf er to the e af this email to see the mﬁht words covered. Thcy can be rzrmtad
orf f, out out and put up at home to remind children. You mi,gh,t alse like to print these
in ahf f erent f ont tynes o ges children used to the idea that words are not a,lwa,ys
p,nsmtad, in the f ormat af Victorian Modern Cursive.

In literacy we will alse discuss

-what a f ull stop looks like and where it appears

-what a word is and that it has its own Tublle crf s,mce’

Aetter sounds ‘s m; p 1 i and how they lock when they are written (inking this with
chgy chgor and our STARLIT rmrgmmmc).

Ur; tr date, we have covered
-where we lregm tr read and write ie. rmdmg and writing orientation laf t to rtght
-sylla,blcs, Lmually arf their Christian names but now f or twolthree sylla.blc words

-woalrula.ry extension within lmrnmg areas and as situations arise

| will e covering mruta,l letters and lower case letters f or the initial letter af children’s
Christian names as these will e f amiliar f or the children 64 Aa; Dd; Ff s lis Uy Mmg
Nn; Pp; S5 X
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In li,bmrg sessions, we have talked albout the lLook spine and the purpase it serves. We
wmrmrcd this to our spine and what it allows us to do. Characters within looks have
also Ueen i.dmﬁ.f ied and disoussed. We will continue to investigate book titles and authors
(what zh:a are and what th,eg do). A strateqy | will e em,;lcrymg dm’mg shared rea.d.mg
time is ° 'n/e,i,ng aloud. This is where | verbalise my thmghts, questions and links | am
ma,kmg about the book while | read. This is a modelled strateqy to allow children to see
what a reader does internally to make sense of a text

Duri.ng our STARLIT programme, we do our tongue exercises t the stovy orf ‘Mr Ttmgua’.
This assists the children with letter sound production. We will move onte oateqovisation
activities, sound i,dmti,f ication and 1 SM' based on orra,l clues gu/m f or visual rmrmpts
presented.

| am able to /m;nt orf f a chart dmdmg cx{woted sound praduoum 09 children at
various ages. f You would like a ooy p,lmsc see me and | can arrange a hard ooy
for you,

Durmg Term | am pre-testing the children in Mathematics and with the commencement af
Term 2 we will Ue involved in cross setting Number work sessions with the Prc-Perurg
children. Children will work in groups aooardimg tr current abtb}tg, with groups bei,ng

f luid a,llawmg f or children to Ue moved letween groups according to their dwcl«rrung

undcrsta,ndmg af number concepits. | will alse Ue carryng out r maths activities
catering f or other maths strands within the Kmdy dass.

We have looked at three rm'samb}ty books “I's All About Me' and the children are very
interested in lmrnmg alrout each other. The children presenting have shown great
ocmf idence when sha,rmg their looklets.

In PAThS we have learnt albout giving oom,»hmmts and each week a wnew child will Ue
chosen as the PAThS persom. The PAThS child is given wmp&lmmts dm'i,ng our PAThS
session. A ooy af these ompl&mmts is di,spla.ged in our dassroom and a wry is sent
home with the child with an mmrmngmg Mrmml letter. Future sessions will involve
undarstcmdmg ‘happg’ and ‘sad as emotions and how they are cx,wcsswl m a (m*sm's
f ace. Duri.ng these sessions we alse learn alout circle /| mat rules as well as meetmg our
PAThS pappets, cs,wda/lg Twi,?ﬁlc the Turtle, who introduces the children to many social

concefits with the assistance of his puppet f riends.

In gross motor we have covered a range af ball skills, We will be maving onte ba,la,nomg
an Jumping to cormpletc our f irst term. Cross motor sessions are conducted in our school
hall where there is a huge area in which t practise our skills.

In science the children have grown wheat f rom seeds. The progress af their grorwth is
bemg obrserved bg the children and as they are grow the seed ings will e tmmplanted
into la,rgcr tuls. This is a valualle lesson f or the children as it demonstrates gnrwth in
lwmg tlungs. These activities were initiated throru.gh a reowlmg af our shared bi,g ook
‘The Little Red Hen'. The children alse made da,mrwr as part of their experiences durmg
this ,wrwd.

Smga,, our school gﬂmnds tﬁmm is a.sststi.ng us with our Rali.gi,ms Edumti.tm w,u‘,o af
Easter by supplgmg us with her pcmmal incubator and some f ertilised eqgs. We will e



laakm at how the incubator acts as a mother hen to keep, the f cmh}wl eqgs warm
durmg their gqrowth rwrwd. As a oup we will look at picture sequence cards dcs,zla,ymg
the 9rorwth Z' the chicken inside e49- This also f its in well with our science :tudg
meg thmgs have lasic needs.

In Rali,gtms Education, our topic T Am Me is progressing well. | will e progressing
towards stovies about Jesus commencing with His birth. | will e progressing in our
di..swvcrg orf Jesus as a persom, sha,ri.ng Viblical stories orf His ca.rlg years and miracles
lca,dmg up to Easter celdrrations. As part af our secular celebration of Easter, we are
hwmg Easter Bunng ma./e,mg an appearance on the last Tucsda,g prior to Easter ie.
Tucsda,g, 22" March. This will be a surprise f or the children. | am aware that some
children may L' uneasy about meeting ga,stcr Blmny. /f you f eel this may be the case
with your ohi plmsc see me to discuss.

Thank yu so much to all af you f or ﬂw involvement in your children’s education. |
encourage yu o participate in parent if wu are able. Thank wu to parents who
have leen alle to participate in our sessw%s | also appreciate yur consistency with
hbmry book returns and likewise the return crf any f orms requiring wmplcum.

See You all at Kmdy. Cod Uless!

Kind rcga,rds
Mmy McCulloch
(Kmdcrga,mn Teacher)

PLEASE NOTE | HAVE REPRODUCED THE SIGHT WORDS WE HAVE COVERED
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